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PROPOSED PLAN FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING  
AND INADVERTENT DISCOVERY PROTOCOL,  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING OF  
W FIR STREET REHABILITATION PROJECT  

SEQUIM, CLALLAM COUNTY, WASHINGTON  
May 9, 2016 

 
On-Site Monitoring  
On behalf of City of Sequim, Gray & Osborne has requested an archaeological monitoring plan 
for use during ground disturbing activities related to utility and street improvements along W Fir 
Street between N Sequim Avenue to N 5th Avenue (the established area of potential effects 
[APE]) in Sequim, Washington, to minimize potential effects to any as-yet unknown human 
remains and/or intact archaeological deposits. Existing underground utilities are present in areas 
of W Fir Street between N Sequim Avenue to N 5th Avenue (Figures 1 - 7). The project provides 
for the replacement of existing utilities and undergrounding of overhead utilities. The proposed 
utility locations are shown on Figure 8. The table on Figures 1 – 7 provides the depth and width 
of the disturbance caused by the existing utility trenching operations. As previously disturbed 
areas are unlikely to contain significant (i.e., intact) archaeological deposits, archaeological 
monitoring will not be conducted in locations where underground utilities currently exist. 
Archaeological monitoring will be conducted in undisturbed areas for the installation of new 
underground utilities and street improvements. Monitoring will begin at a depth of 12 inches 
below surface to exclude the existing road prism, which is understood to be culturally sterile. 
Monitoring below a depth of 12 inches below surface was recommended during correspondence 
between the Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) 
and cultural resources staff at the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) on 
January 28, 2016. Monitoring will be conducted to the maximum depth of new utility 
disturbance or until it can be determined that excavation is within intact glacial deposits, also 
understood to be culturally sterile. A typical cross section of utility installation is depicted in 
Figure 8. Ground disturbing work is tentatively planned for the summer of 2017 as the earliest 
start date.  
 
Archaeological monitoring would entail having an archaeologist present during construction 
excavation to observe subsurface conditions and identify any buried archaeological materials that 
may be encountered. Monitoring will be performed either by a “professional archaeologist” 
(RCW 27.53.030 (8)) or under the supervision of a professional archaeologist.  
 
The monitoring archaeologist would stand in close proximity to construction equipment in order 
to view subsurface deposits as they are exposed, and would be in close communication with 
equipment operators to ensure adequate opportunity for observation and documentation. 
Archaeological monitoring will seek to identify potential buried surfaces, anthropogenic 
sediments, and archaeological features such as shell middens, hearths, or artifact-bearing strata. 
The monitoring archaeologist will inspect project excavations and the recovered sediments for 
indications of such archaeological resources. The archaeologist will be provided the opportunity 
to screen excavated sediments and matrix samples when this is judged useful to the identification 
process. It is not expected that modern fill (e.g., imported culturally-sterile construction fill) or 
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glacial till sediments would be included in screening procedures. Excavated spoils may be 
examined in the course of monitoring. If cultural materials are observed in spoils piles, it is 
expected that these would be removed for examination and that the opportunity to screen spoil 
sediments would be available.  
 
Archaeological monitoring of construction excavation will proceed throughout construction 
excavation of the project. Upon completion of the monitoring, the archaeologist will prepare a 
report on the methods and results of the work, and recommendations for any necessary additional 
archaeological investigations, illustrated with maps, drawings, and photographs as appropriate.  
 
Contingency Plan  
In accordance with RCW 27.44 Indian Graves and Records Act, RCW 27.53 Archaeological 
Sites and Resources, RCW 68.50 Human Remains, and RCW 68.60, Abandoned and historic 
cemeteries and historic graves, the following protocols identified in WSDOT’s Plan and 
Procedures for the Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources and Human Skeletal Remains 
form (Attachment A) will be followed in the event that archaeological materials and/or human 
remains are discovered. If archaeological materials are identified and recovered, the City of 
Sequim, its employees, its contractors and sub-contractors shall consult with the Tribe and 
DAHP on the transfer and final disposition of artifacts. Until the Tribe has a repository that 
meets the standards of curation established 36 CFR Part 79, artifacts shall be curated at the 
Burke Museum or another institution or organization that meets curation standards, selected 
through consultation with the Tribe.  
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Figures 

 
Figure 1. Sheet 1 of the project plans identifying the locations of existing utilities, provided by Gray & Osborne.  
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Figure 2. Sheet 2 of the project plans identifying the locations of existing utilities, provided by Gray & Osborne.  
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Figure 3. Sheet 3 of the project plans identifying the locations of existing utilities, provided by Gray & Osborne. 
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Figure 4. Sheet 4 of the project plans identifying the locations of existing utilities, provided by Gray & Osborne.  
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Figure 5. Sheet 5 of the project plans identifying the locations of existing utilities, provided by Gray & Osborne.  
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Figure 6. Sheet 6 of the project plans identifying the locations of existing utilities, provided by Gray & Osborne.  
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Figure 7. Sheet 7 of the project plans identifying the locations of existing utilities, provided by Gray & Osborne.  
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Figure 8. Typical cross section of utility and street improvements, provided by Gray & Osborne. 

CITY OF SEQUIM

WEST FIR STREET REHABILITATION PROJECT

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

M:\SEQUIM\14538 W. Fir\01 Design\Planset\UTILITY CROSS SECT FIGURE.dwg, 4/28/2016 1:31:34 PM, mnagel
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Attachment A. WSDOT Unanticipated Discovery Protocol. 
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examines the find. If it is determined to be human remains, the 
procedure described in Section 5 will be followed.  

• Notify DAHP: The Highways & Local Programs Archaeologist will contact the 
involved federal agency(s) and the Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation (DAHP).  

• Notify Tribes: If the discovery may relate to Native American interests, the Highways 
& Local Programs Archaeologist will notify the affected Indian tribes. 

Federal Agencies:  

 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation: 
Dr. Allyson Brooks  
Washington State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
360-586-3066 

or 
Lance Wollwage 
Transportation Archaeologist 
360-586-3536 
 

 

Tribes consulted on this project are: 
Tribe: 
Name ______________________ 
Title ______________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

Tribe: 
Name ______________________ 
Title ______________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

Tribe: 
Name ______________________ 
Title ______________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

Tribe: 
Name ______________________ 
Title ______________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

Tribe: 
Name ______________________ 
Title ______________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

Tribe: 
Name ______________________ 
Title ______________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

 

Federal Highway Administration 
Name ______________________ 
Area Engineer __________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

Agency: 
Name ______________________ 
Title ______________________ 
Number ______________________ 
Email ______________________ 
 

---
360-357-2712

moorehb@wsdot.wa.gov

Brian Moorehead

dbrownell@jamestowntribe.org
360-681-4638

Cultural Resources Specialist 
David Brownwell 

bill.white@elwha.nsn.us
360-460-1617

Cultural Resources
Bill White

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe
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5. SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR THE DISCOVERY OF HUMAN SKELETAL 
MATERIAL 

 
Any human skeletal remains, regardless of ethnic origin, will at all times be treated with 
dignity and respect.  
 
If the project occurs on federal lands (e.g., National Forest or Park, military reservation) the 
provisions of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 apply, 
and the responsible federal agency will follow its provisions.  Note that state highways that 
cross federal lands are on an easement and are not owned by the state. 

If the project occurs on non-federal lands, the ________________________________ will 
comply with applicable state and federal laws, and the following procedure:  

A. Notify Law Enforcement Agency or Coroner’s Office: 

In addition to the actions described in Sections 3 and 4, the Project Manager will 
immediately notify the local law enforcement agency or coroner’s office. 

The coroner (with assistance of law enforcement personnel) will determine if the remains 
are human, whether the discovery site constitutes a crime scene, and will notify DAHP.   

 
Agency 
Number ______________________  

B. Participate in Consultation: 

Per RCW 27.53.030, RCW 68.50, and RCW 68.60, DAHP will have jurisdiction over 
non-forensic human remains. The Highways & Local Programs Archaeologist will 
participate in consultation. 

 

6. DOCUMENTATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIALS 

Archaeological deposits discovered during construction will be assumed eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion D.  

The Highways & Local Programs Archaeologist will ensure the proper documentation and 
assessment of any discovered cultural resources in cooperation with the federal agency(s), 
DAHP, affected tribes, and a contracted consultant (if any).   

All prehistoric and historic cultural material discovered during project construction will be 
recorded by a professional archaeologist on State of Washington cultural resource site or 
isolate form using standard techniques.  Site overviews, features, and artifacts will be 
photographed; stratigraphic profiles and soil/sediment descriptions will be prepared for 
subsurface exposures.  Discovery locations will be documented on scaled site plans and site 
location maps. 

City of Sequim 

360-565-2611
Clallam County Coroner 
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Cultural features, horizons and artifacts detected in buried sediments may require further 
evaluation using hand-dug test units. Units may be dug in controlled fashion to expose 
features, collect samples from undisturbed contexts, or interpret complex stratigraphy.  A test 
excavation unit or small trench might also be used to determine if an intact occupation 
surface is present. Test units will be used only when necessary to gather information on the 
nature, extent, and integrity of subsurface cultural deposits to evaluate the site’s significance. 
Excavations will be conducted using state-of-the-art techniques for controlling provenience. 

Spatial information, depth of excavation levels, natural and cultural stratigraphy, presence or 
absence of cultural material, and depth to sterile soil, regolith, or bedrock will be recorded for 
each probe on a standard form. Test excavation units will be recorded on unit-level forms, 
which include plan maps for each excavated level, and material type, number, and vertical 
provenience (depth below surface and stratum association where applicable) for all artifacts 
recovered from the level. A stratigraphic profile will be drawn for at least one wall of each 
test excavation unit.   

Sediments excavated for purposes of cultural resources investigation will be screened 
through 1/8-inch mesh, unless soil conditions warrant ¼-inch mesh.     

All prehistoric and historic artifacts collected from the surface and from probes and 
excavation units will be analyzed, catalogued, and temporarily curated.  Ultimate disposition 
of cultural materials will be determined in consultation with the federal agency(s), DAHP, 
and the affected tribes. 

Within 90 days of concluding fieldwork, a technical report describing any and all monitoring 
and resultant archaeological excavations will be provided to the Project Manager, who will 
forward the report to the Highways & Local Programs Archaeologist for review and delivery 
to the federal agency(s), SHPO, and the affected tribe(s). 

If assessment activity exposes human remains (burials, isolated teeth, or bones), the process 
described in Section 7 below will be followed. 

 
7. PROCEEDING WITH CONSTRUCTION 

Project construction outside the discovery location may continue while documentation and 
assessment of the cultural resources proceed. The Highways & Local Programs 
Archaeologist must determine the boundaries of the discovery location. In consultation with 
DAHP and affected tribes, Project Manager and the Highways & Local Programs 
Archaeologist will determine the appropriate level of documentation and treatment of the 
resource. The federal agency(s) will make the final determinations about treatment and 
documentation. 

Construction may continue at the discovery location only after the process outlined in this 
plan is followed and the Highways & Local Programs Archaeologist (and the federal 
agency(s)) determines that compliance with state and federal laws is complete. 
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